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In a recent book catalogue of highly scholarly quality, 
uncertainty was expressed regarding the date of the in- 
troduction of printing into the island of St. Helena. 
There is not available very extensive evidence regarding 
the early activities of the local press, but all indications 
point to 1810 as the year in which printing began at 
Jamestown. 

Deschamps lists two St. Helena imprints of this year, 
one of which is to be found in the British Museum: 
“Abstract of the Laws and Ordinances relating to Lands 
and Tenures, .. . Published by authority of the Gov- 
ernor and Council. Saint Helena: Printed for S. Solo- 
mon by J. Coupland.” The same bibliographer lists 
another imprint of 1812: “Official Papers relative to the 
Mutiny in St. Helena,” no copy of which has been 
located. 

There was also a monthly magazine printed locally 
during these same years: “The St. Helena Monthly 
Register,” a good file of which is preserved at the British 
Museum. The first issue in that library was dated De- 

showing it to have been 


cember, 1810, the wrapper 
printed and published for S. Solomon by J. Coupland. 


The file runs to July, 


1813. The principal contributor to 
a3 
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this magazine was A. Beatson, the governor of the 
Island. 

The first printer on the island who is known to us, 
therefore, is J. Coupland, but further information re- 
garding his activities is lacking. The Solomon named in 
these imprints may well have been the Saul Solomon 
who was the printer of the Government Gazette at 
Cape Town in 1840, and perhaps earlier, and who con- 
tinued in the printing business in that city at least 
until 1857. 

The next St. Helena printer whom I can identify is 
J. Boyd, who in 1823 printed the Proceedings of the 
Agricultural and Horticultural Society of St. Helena, a 
copy of which is to be found in the New York Public 
‘Library. In 1825 Boyd printed a book entitled “Flora 
Sta. Helenica.” | 

In 1826 the printer of the Proceedings of the Agri- 
cultural and Horticultural Society was Frederick Stew- 
art, and in 1827 these Proceedings were “Printed at the 

Government Press by John Addison.” 

The data here presented are far from satisfactory as 
to completeness, but constitute a preliminary contri- 
bution which can be added to by students of colonial 
printing history. For information regarding the im- 


prints on titles in the British Museum, I am under obli- 


gation to Dr. H. Thomas. 
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